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Goal
73,000 Iowans served and  

2.6 million impacted by projects 
supported by the Foundation

Served - individuals receiving oral health supplies/educational 
materials/treatment

Impacted - individuals directly and indirectly served

Grantee Spotlight: 
Iowans for Oral Health
• Proactive education about community water 

fluoridation (CWF)

• Engage coalition members in responding to 
threats to CWF

• Public health professionals, dentists,  
Hispanic/Latino focus

Grantee Spotlight: 
I-Smile™ Silver
• Streamline referral process to dentist

• Limited dental codes approved for use and 
reimbursement for public health agencies to 
serve older adults

• Protocol for use of silver diamine fluoride 
finalized

388 educational contacts made to 5,800+ 
individuals throughout Iowa

Since 2011, counties with dental public health 
initiatives specifically targeting older adults 

have expanded from 9 to 42 counties

Grantee Spotlight: 
Dentist By 1™ —  
Pottawattamie County Pilot
• 82% of those surveyed demonstrated 

knowledge of importance of age 1 dental visit

• The percentage of children who had a dental 
visit, ages 0-5 and enrolled in Medicaid, 
increased from 36% to 49% throughout the 
three-year campaign

Grantee Spotlight: 
Office of Education & Training
Identified/strengthened partnership within:

• School of Social Work

• College of Nursing

• Geriatric Medicine

• Nurse Practitioners-led primary care in 
Geriatric/Special Needs Dental Clinics

Percentage of children who had a dental visit, 
ages 0-5 and enrolled in Medicaid, increased

Collaboration with Mouth Care Matters program 
and curriculum and I-Smile Silver coordinators
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Individuals Served



Service Research

Replicate Sustain

90.2% of Iowans have access to a 
community fluoridated water system

During the 2016-2017 school year,  
I-Smile @ School™ provided:

• 18,841 students with oral screenings

• 52,741 sealants for 10,548 students

Grantee Spotlight: 
Iowa CareGivers
• Incorporated existing oral health assessment 

tools into training

• High workforce turnover – adjust class length 
while keeping hands-on nature for program 
quality

• Employ ways to reinforce learning long-term 
(app., texting, email)

Common theme among grantees: 
Program standardization to ensure quality & 

Consistency for growth 

• Success of IPHA/IDPH fluoridation 
partnership influenced development and 
funding of a water fluoridation coordinator

• Oral health coalition established due to 
Dentist By 1 campaign in Pottawattamie 
County

• Will continue to meet after grant period 
and focus on additional oral health 
initiatives (e.g., fluoride varnish)

• IDPH cultivates relationship with Iowa 
Medicaid Enterprise to ensure contractors 
are able to bill for sealant services

• The Foundation has supported several 
projects that contributed to system-
wide knowledge about emerging 
topics in Oral Health.

• University of Iowa College of Dentistry 
Office of Education & Training expects 
to conduct an evaluation to see if 
oral health care training for direct 
care workers in nursing homes has an 
impact on patient-specific outcomes.
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Note: Reported timeline varies based on grant year (2015-2017)


